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Application Reference: WP/20/00692/DCC 

Application Site Portland Port, Castletown, Portland, DT5 1PP 

 

Proposal: Construction of an energy recovery facility with ancillary buildings and works including 
administrative facilities, gatehouse and weighbridge, parking and circulation areas, cable routes to ship 
berths and existing off-site electrical sub-station, with site access through Portland Port from Castletown. 
 
Recommendation: Refuse 

 

Decision: Refused due to the reasons outlined below: 
 

The proposed development, being located on a site that is not allocated in the Bournemouth, Christchurch, 
Poole and Dorset Waste Plan 2019, fails to demonstrate that it would provide sufficient advantages as a 
waste management facility over the allocated sites in the Plan. This is by reason of its distance from the 
main sources of Dorset’s residual waste generation and the site’s limited opportunity to offer co-location 
with other waste management or transfer facilities which, when considered alongside other adverse 
impacts of the proposal in relation to heritage and landscape, mean that it would be an unsustainable form 
of waste management. As a consequence, the proposed development would be contrary to Policies 1 and 
4 of the Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and Dorset Waste Plan 2019 and paragraph 158 of the NPPF. 
 
2.2 The proposed development, as a result of its scale, massing and height, in the proposed location, would 
have a significant adverse effect on the quality of the 2 landscape and views of the iconic landform shape 
of the Isle of Portland within the setting of the Dorset and East Devon Coast World Heritage Site, 
particularly when viewed from the South West Coast Path and across Portland Harbour. As such, the 
proposal is contrary to Policy 14 of the Waste Plan, Policy ENV1 of the West Dorset, Weymouth & Portland 
Local Plan, Policies Port/EN7 and Port/BE2 of the Portland Neighbourhood Plan, and paragraph 174 of the 
NPPF. 
 
2.3 The proposed development would cause ‘less than substantial’ harm to a range of heritage assets. 
Public benefits of the scheme have been assessed, taking account of the mitigation proposed, but are not 
considered sufficient to outweigh the cumulative harm that would occur to the individual heritage assets 
and group of heritage assets, with associative value in the vicinity. As a result, the proposal is contrary to 
Policy 19 of the Waste Plan, Policy ENV4 of the West Dorset, Weymouth & Portland Local Plan, Policy 
Port/EN4 of the Portland Neighbourhood Plan and Paragraph 197 and Paragraph 202 of the NPPF. 


